SAM: Reps and Certs
Questions Guide
Every step and every question explained

Q1

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know who at your company is
pricing the proposals you send in (it is likely you).
To answer this question: Click “Add New Person” and put in their infomation
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Q2

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know where the work will be
happening. They have the address for the company’s HQ but if there are other
locations where your company does work (e.g. other regional offices, factories,
warehouses, etc) list them here
To answer this question:

Is work going to happen at an
address you have not listed
already

Yes

Select “Yes” and add that location

No

Select “No”
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Q3

Explanation of this question: The government likes to use product that have a lot of
recycled content in them (when possible)
To answer this question:
Are you selling a product

No

Select “No”

Yes
Are you selling one of these products?
Construction Products: Building insulation, Carpet (polyester), Carpet cushion, Cement and
concrete, Consolidated and reprocessed latex paint, Floor tiles, Flowable ll, Laminated
paperboard, Modular threshold ramps, Nonpressure pipe, Patio blocks, Railroad grade crossing
surfaces, Roo ng materials, Shower and restroom dividers/partitions, Structural berboard,
Proposed: Nylon carpet and nylon carpet backing

•

•

Landscaping Products: Compost and fertilizer made from recovered organic materials, Garden
and soaker hoses, Hydraulic mulch, Lawn and garden edging, Plastic lumber landscaping
timbers and posts

•

Miscellaneous Products: Awards and plaques, Bike racks, Blasting grit, Industrial drums, Manualgrade strapping, Mats, Pallets, Signage, Sorbents

•

Nonpaper O ce Products: Binders, Clipboards, File folders, Clip portfolios, Presentation folders,
O ce furniture, O ce recycling containers, O ce waste receptacles, Plastic desktop accessories,
Plastic envelopes, Plastic trash bags, Printer ribbons, Toner cartridges

•

Paper and Paper Products: Commercial/industrial sanitary tissue products, Miscellaneous
papers, Newsprint, Paperboard and packaging products, Printing and writing papers

•

Park and Recreation Products: Park benches and picnic tables, Plastic fencing, Playground
equipment, Playground surfaces, Running tracks

•

Transportation Products: Channelizers, Delineators, Flexible delineators, Parking stops, Tra c
barricades, Tra c cones

•

Vehicular Products: Engine coolants, Rebuilt vehicular parts, Re-re ned lubricating oils, Retread
tires

Yes

No
Select “No”

Check whether your product uses the “highest recovered material content
level practicable.”
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Q5

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if you operate in a high
unemployment area.
To answer this question:
Are you selling a product

No

Select “No”

Yes
Are you a small business

No

Select “No”

Yes
Do you operate in an LSA?

No

Select “No”

Yes
Does more than 50% of the cost to
build your product happen in an
LSA

No

Select “No”

Yes
Report with LSA

For a list of LSAs (Download): https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/lsa
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Q6

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if you are really your
own company or if a large business has created a bunch of small business subsidiaries
To answer this question:
Is your company owned (even
partial ownership) by another
company

No

Select “No”

Yes
Talk to that company’s account
and your lawyer
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Q7

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if your company or its
owners/managers have gotten into trouble
To answer this question:

Has this company or any of the
company’s owners/ principles been:
• Debarred
• Suspended
• Proposed for debarment
• Declared ineligible for a federal contract
award

Yes/ not sure

Stop and talk
to a lawyer

No

Select “No”
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Q8

A

B

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if your company or its
owners/managers have gotten into trouble
To answer this question:
A

In the last 3 years has this company or any of the
company’s owners/ principles been:
• Been convicted
• Had a civil judgment against it

Yes/ not
sure

Stop and talk
to a lawyer

No
In the last 3 years has this company or any of the
company’s owners/ principles been noti ed that
they are delinquent on >$3,500 in Federal taxes?

Yes

No

Yes

Have you paid those taxes?

Select “No”

Select “No”

No
Stop this and go pay your taxes

8
fi

B

Q9

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if your company or its
owners/managers have gotten into trouble
To answer this question:

Yes/ not
sure

Stop and talk
to a lawyer

Is the company or any of the company’s owners/
principles indicted or charged by a government
entity

No
Select “No”
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Q10

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if your company or its
owners/managers have gotten into trouble
To answer this question:
In the last three years has your company had a
government contract/grant

No
Select “No”

Yes
No
Was the company terminated for cause (default)

Select “No”

Yes
Select “Yes”
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Q11-14

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if the company is a joint
venture, and if so if that joint venture is pursuing a set-aside designation
To answer this question:
Is the company you are registering a joint venture

No

Select “None”

Yes
No
Is the company you are registering (The joint
venture) pursuing a socio-economic set-aside (e.g.
HUBZone, Woman Owned, Economically
Disadvantaged Woman Owned?

Select “None”

Yes
List the company you are doing the JV with
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Q15

Explanation of this question: If you are selling software or data that has restrictions on
the government’s ownership/ use of it the government wants to know

To answer this question:

No

Do you sell software or data

Select “No”

Yes
No

Select “No”

Are there restrictions on what the government can
do with that software/data or are their limitations to
their ownership of that software/data

Yes
Select “Yes” and list the restrictions
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Q19

A

B

Explanation of this question: The government doesn’t want to buy things made with
forced child labor
To answer this question:
Do you sell products

No

Select “No”

Yes
No
Do you sell the products on the list (see next page)
made in the designated countries

Select “No”

Yes
A

Select “Yes” AND
Have you tried to determine whether forced child
labor was used to make the products you sell?

No

Stop registering
and go
investigate

No

Select “Yes” box

Yes
B

Is forced child labor used to make your product

Yes
Stop and examine your moral compass
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Q19
Country

Product

Country

Product

Afghanistan

Bricks

Democra c Republic of the Congo

Cassiterite ( n ore)

Argen na

Garments

Democra c Republic of the Congo

Coltan (tantalum ore)

Bangladesh

Dried Fish

Democra c Republic of the Congo

Gold

Benin

Co on

Democra c Republic of the Congo

Wolframite (tungsten ore)

Bolivia

Brazil Nuts / Chestnuts

Ethiopia

Tex les

Bolivia

Sugarcane

Ghana

Fish (Including Talapia)

Burkina Faso

Co on

India

Bricks

Burkina Faso

Gold

India

Co onseed (Hybrid)

Burma

Bamboo

India

Embellished Tex les

India

Garments

Burma

Beans

India

Rice

Burma

Bricks

India

Stones

Burma

Rice

Malawi

Tobacco

Burma

Rubber

Mali

Rice

Burma

Sugarcane

Nepal

Bricks

Burma

Teak

Nepal

Carpets

China

Bricks

Nepal

Embellished Tex les

China

Co on

Nepal

Stones

China

Electronics

Nigeria

Cocoa

China

Toys

Nigeria

Granite

Colombia

Coca

Nigeria

Gravel

Cote D'Ivoire

Cocoa

Pakistan

Bricks

Cote D'Ivoire

Co ee

Pakistan

Carpets

Pakistan

Coal

Russia

Pornography

Sierra Leone

Diamonds

South Sudan

Ca le

Tajikstan

Co on

Thailand

Garments

Thailand

Shrimp

Vietnam

Garments
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Q20

Explanation of this question: If you are an established government contractor the
government wants you to be an equal opportunity employer

To answer this question:

No
Is the value of all your federal contracts/subcontracts worth >$10M

Select “No”

Yes
Talk to your HR department/Lawyer
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Q21

Explanation of this question: Do you sell any products that are NOT made in the US

To answer this question:

No

Select “No”

Do you sell products?

Yes
Were your products made overseas?

Yes
Select “Yes” and select the PCS codes for your
products
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Q22

Explanation of this question: If you are an established company the government
wants you to file your equal opportunity employer reports

To answer this question:

No

Select “Yes”

Do you have 50 or more employees

Yes
Have you led an EEO-1 report in the last year

Yes

Select “Yes”

No
Stop and le your EEO-1
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Q23
1

2

3

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know whether you are
required to have and if you have, an affirmative action hiring program
To answer this question:
Have you gotten previous government contracts

No

Select

3

Select

3

Yes
Do one or more of those contracts require an
“a rmative action program”

No

Yes
No
Do you have an “a rmative action program?”

Yes
Select

ffi

ffi
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a rmative
action plan
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Q24
A

B

C

D

Explanation of this question: If you are going to test and calibrate the government’s
machines the gov. Wants to know that you are paying well and using the right equipment
To answer this question:

See next page
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Q24
No
A

Does your entity provide maintenance, calibration,
and/or repair of information technology, scienti c
and medical and/or o ce and business
equipment?

Select “No”

Yes
B

Is the equipment you test and service commercial
equipment (e.g. commercial companies use it too)

No

Select “No”

Yes
Do you regularly sell, test and maintain this
equipment to commercial customers

No

Select “No”

Yes
C

Are you selling the products and services at
published market rates?

No

Select “No”

Yes
Do you pay your employees that are servicing
government equipment the same amount as your
employees that are servicing commercial
equipment?

No

Select “No”

Yes
Select “Yes”
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Q25
A

B

C

D

E

Explanation of this question: In general government contractors have to pay their
employees the same amount as those people could make serving commercial
customers (e.g. if a mechanic in your area makes $40/HR the government doesn’t want
you to hire mechanics for $25/HR and then have those mechanics work on government
vehicles). This is known as Service Contract Labor Standards (SCLS)
However, there are certain services that are exempt from the SCLS and this question
asks if you provide one of those services
To answer this question:
See next page
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Q25
Does you provide any of these services

A

If you provide any of
these select YES

Vehicle maintenance services other than operating a
Government motor pool or similar facility
Issuing and servicing financial cards (e.g. credit or debit
cards)
Conference hotel/motel services and you do NOT provide
as-needed lodging
Maintenance, calibration, repair, and/or installation
Except if the installation is NOT subject to
the Construction Wage Rate Requirements statute, for all
types of equipment where the services are obtained from
the manufacturer or supplier of the equipment under a
contract awarded on a sole source basis.
Non Charter regularly scheduled transportation of people
Real estate services related to housing Federal agencies or
disposing of government real property.
Relocation services, including real estate brokers and
appraisers, for Federal employees or military personnel
Not counting moving or storage of household goods and
related services
If you don’t provide any of these select NO
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Q25
No
For any service that you answered YES to on the
previous page do you regularly provide them to
commercial customers

B

Select “No”

Yes
Do you provide the same quantity of the service to
commercial customers

No

Select “No”

Yes
Select “Yes”
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Q25
Yes
For any service that you answered YES to are your
prices based on an established price catalogue

C

Select “Yes”

No
Yes
Are your prices based on Market price

Select “Yes”

Yes
Select “No”
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Q25
Yes
For any service that you answered YES to will your
employees spend LESS than 20% of their time on
government contracts

D

Select “Yes”

No
Select “No”
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Q25
Yes
Do you provide the same wages and bene ts to
employees on government and commercial
contracts?

E

Select “Yes”

No
Select “No”

www.fedscout.com
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Q27

Explanation of this question: The government wants to make sure that you haven’t
set up a weird legal structure to offshore profit and avoid taxes
To answer this question:

No
Does a foreign company own a signi cant portion
of your company (equity or assets)?

Select “No”

Yes
Talk to your lawyer
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Q28

Explanation of this question: The government wants to make sure that you haven’t
set up a weird legal structure to offshore profit and avoid taxes
To answer this question:

No
Does another company own a signi cant portion of
your company (equity or assets)?

Select “No”

Yes
Does a foreign company own a signi cant portion
of that other company (equity or assets)?

No

Select “No”

Yes
Talk to your lawyer
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Q30

Explanation of this question: The government wants to make sure that your company
has paid its taxes
To answer this question:

No
Does your company owe any federal taxes (even if
you are challenging those taxes)

Select “No”

Yes

Are you challenging/disputing those taxes

Yes

Select “No”

No
Do you have a payment plan and are you adhering
to that payment plan

Yes

Select “No”

No
Figure out your taxes then continue registering
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Q31

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if you company has had
major legal violations recently
To answer this question:

No
Has your company been convicted of a felony

Select “No”

Yes

Was the conviction in the last 24 months

No

Select “No”

Yes
Talk to your lawyer
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Q32
A

B

Explanation of this question: The government wants to know if you are a poluter

To answer this question:

No
A

Did you receive >$7.5M in federal contracts in the
last year

Select “No”

Yes
B

Select “Yes” AND
Do you publicly disclose your greenhouse gas
emissions?

No

Select “No”

Yes
Select “Yes” AND
Add the URL where you make the disclosure
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Q33
A
B

Explanation of this question: The government wants to make sure that you aren’t
selling electronics that may be compromised by hostile governments
To answer this question:

No
A

Do you sell telecom equipment or do you provide
telecom services

Select “No”

Yes
Is any of the equipment you use or sell made by:
• Huawei Technologies Company
• ZTE Corporation
• Hytera Communications Corporation
• Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology Company
• Dahua Technology Company
• Any subsidiary or a liate of those entities
• To be safe does any of your gear/products come
from China

No

Select “No”

Yes
Talk to your lawyer
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Q35

Explanation of this question: The DOD has some extra levels of scutiny

To answer this question:

No
Do you plan to pursue DOD
contracts grants etc

You might think you aren’t
going to work with DoD
but odds are you will. So
Select “Yes” anyway

Yes
Select “Yes”
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Q36

Explanation of this question: The DOD has some extra levels of scutiny

To answer this question:

No
Do you sell products?

Select “No”

Yes

No
Select “No”

Are those products made overseas?

Yes

No

Do you transport them to the US via
ship?

Select “No”

Yes
Select “Yes”
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Q37

Explanation of this question: This is a weird one but basically if you are doing work
overseas, and basing some of your pricing on the wages of people overseas, the
government wants to know what foreign country you are using to benchmark your
wage costs and make sure you aren’t baking in contingency costs
To answer this question:
Are you bidding on overseas contracts?

No

Select “No”

Yes
Select “Yes”
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Q38

Explanation of this question: The DOD wants to know if a foreign government has a
lot of control over you
To answer this question:

• Does a foreign country own any of
your company?
• Do you have foreigners on your
board?
• Do foreign countries have control/
in uence of your company?
• Do you provide products/services
or operate in a foreign country?

No

Select “No”

Yes
Talk to your lawyer

fl
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Q39-42

Explanation of this question: If you are involved in space or satellites the government
wants to know more about you

To answer this question:

No
Are you involved with space launch or satellites?

Select “No” for all

Yes
Do you/your company have ties to, or are you reselling services of another company that has ties to:
• China
• North Korea
• Russia
• Iran
• Sudan
• Syria
info@fedscout.com
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Select “No” for all

Yes

Talk to your lawyer
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Review the data entered
Check the a rmation box:

and if it is correct click “Save and Continue”
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Explanation of this question: Are you getting any benefits from Federal financial
programs (e.g. PPP)

To answer this question:

No
Are you receiving nancial support or are you
planning to apply for nancial support

Select “No”

Yes
Select “Yes”
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